POETS AND THINKERS REBEL

centuries has produced many other poets, writers,
artists, musicians and scientists who have left their
mark not only on Polish culture, but also in the
universal sense.

A brief review of the development of Polish
culture will explain why the Poles regarded their
men of letters and artists as kings.

The first Polish writers and scientists appeared
in the twelfth century. They wrote, in Latin,
Chronicles, historical and astrological works as
well as Sermons and, in the national tongue,
poems and stories of a religious character. Prob-
ably the oldest of the hymns is the Bogurodzica^
addressed to the Holy Virgin, which is said to
have originated in the year A.D. 996. The author,
according to tradition, was St. Adalbert. It is more
likely, however, that the Bogurodzica was written
in the thirteenth century. In the fourteenth century
Sermons were added to the treasury of literature
in Polish. A great difficulty was presented by the
inadequacy of the twenty-four Roman characters
to render the forty-eight sounds. The establish-
ment of the Polish Academy in the year 1400
brought a considerable advance, as both professors
and students, though they all wrote in Latin, set
themselves to cultivate the Polish language and
evolve a Polish script.

In the fifteenth century there was already a
steadily growing Polish literature, mainly of a
religious character, and the need for a satisfactory
script and a settled orthography became all the
more pressing. In the middle of the century the
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